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Lorsban has been on the chopping 
block for some time. NAFA was part of 
a coalition of ag groups objecting to 
EPA’s final rule issued August 30, 
2021, to revoke all tolerances.
Earlier this month, EPA convened a Zoom to update 
interested parties of its next steps in light of the recent 
decision from the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals to 
vacate the 2021 EPA final rule effectively prohibiting 
the use of chlorpyrifos on food or feed crops. EPA 
shared that all tolerances of chlorpyrifos will be 
reinstated. However, they expect to expeditiously 
propose a new rule to revoke the tolerances 
associated with all but the 11 uses referenced by the 
court, one of which is alfalfa.





ALFALFA



Alfalfa is key to sustainable agricultural systems 
and is an economic engine in rural communities - 
its value for soil conservation, nitrogen fixation, 
energy savings, crop rotation, and wildlife habitat 
is unsurpassed.

However, alfalfa must offer a competitive value for 
farmers in order to provide these benefits and 
maintain or expand its acreage base. Being 
recognized in policy and research funding 
decisions is critical in keeping pace with other 
cropping choices.
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ASAFS – Alfalfa Seed & Alfalfa Forage Systems
Administered through USDA’s NIFA* competitive grant research program

*NIFA – National Institute for Food & Agriculture

Nearly $26 million devoted to alfalfa research since 2014



www.alfalfa.org







Alfalfa Seed & Alfalfa Forage Systems Research Program (ASAFS)
Research Funding going to 40 states



Senate FY20 ARS Report Language
ARS Report Language for 2018-2021 Recurring Budgets

Alfalfa Research. The Committee notes that research into alfalfa 
seed and alfalfa forage systems holds the potential to increase yields, 
increase milk production, and improve genetics, and the Committee 
recommendation includes an increase of $1,000,000 to support research 
focused on alfalfa improvement. 

Research should focus on using tools to accelerate and enhance existing 
breeding programs focused on improving yield and quality parameters; 
developing innovative harvesting and utilization systems; developing new 
markets for co-products; and quantifying environmental benefits from 
alfalfa-based systems.

The agreement provides funding increases for … Alfalfa 
Research; Alternative Protein Research … Bee Genomics; 
Biotechnology Innovation … Cover Crops; Crop Production 
Systems and Genetic Research; Dairy Forage …

$1 Million

ARS Language for 2023 Recurring Budget







• First ever alfalfa checkoff 
initiated in 2017

• Seed brands volunteer to 
collect and contribute $1/bag

• Calls for proposal with 
farmer-directed research 
priorities

• Priorities include new uses 
and market development



USAFRI (aka checkoff) 
•Supported by farmers through alfalfa seed purchases from                                 
facilitating marketers.
•Administered by NAFA; NAFA decides what gets funded.
ASAFS
•Supported by Congressional appropriation to NIFA - $4M.
•Administered by NIFA; NIFA decides what gets funded.
•NAFA requests the funding.
•NAFA has input into research priorities/some RFA aspects.
ARS 
•Supported by Congressional appropriation to ARS - $5M.
•Alfalfa Pollinator Research Initiative (APRI) - $100K. 
•Administered by ARS.
•NAFA has significant input into what projects get funded.





Senate FY20 ARS Report Language
Omnibus Report Language —  New in FY ’23…
(RMA) Alfalfa. — The Committee recognizes alfalfa to be an important domestic 
forage crop valued for nitrogen fixation, soil conservation, crop rotation, and as a 
natural habitat. From 2002 through 2021, alfalfa acreage has declined 33.4 percent. 
The Committee encourages RMA to explore the creation of a revenue and/or quality 
alfalfa crop insurance policy to ensure producers have a safety net that they need to 
produce this important crop.

(NRCS) Alfalfa Utilization. — The Committee recognizes alfalfa as one of the 
most environmentally friendly crops which can be grown on the landscape. Alfalfa is 
valued for its ability to fix atmospheric nitrogen, protect, and conserve soil, protect 
water quality, provide a habitat for pollinators, and generate a multitude of ecosystem 
benefits. The Committee recognizes alfalfa as a ‘climate-smart’ commodity with an 
exceptional capacity for carbon sequestration and decreased reliance on synthetic 
nitrogen fertilizers. However, alfalfa is not well-utilized in conservation programs at 
USDA’s NRCS. The Committee urges the Secretary to incentivize the use and 
integration of alfalfa in NRCS programs to capitalize on the unique environmental and 
conservation benefits it brings to the agricultural landscape.



Crop Insurance Participation Rates

• Corn 92%
• Soy 80-82%
• Wheat 98%
• Cotton 99%
• Alfalfa 7%

– Not available in some areas

• Pasture, Rangeland & Forage 
Based on county rainfall

– Not available in some areas

Source: Watts & Associates Inc.



Alfalfa Seed Insurance Program

Forage Seeding Program





Some NRCS offices recently added a 
scenario for their 328 Practice for 
Conservation Crop Rotation to include a 
“Short Term Perennial” option.
This has been added in Minnesota and Michigan. 
Minnesota’s unit cost is $49.92 and Michigan’s is 
$48.03. In Minnesota, that is more than what is 
being offered for cover crops in 2024.











By Working Together…

We Can Achieve More!
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